
WOC-UK newsletter June 2025 

Dear members, partners and supporters, 

I am excited to bring to you all the latest developments happening in the world of WOC-
UK at the moment. Since my last newsletter, we’ve had our annual conference. This was 
at the Biocomposites conference room in Keele and was a great success. We had a 
wide range of talks from some inspirational speakers which you can see in the 
programme in the appendix. The conference theme was “Widening Perspectives” and 
this was exemplified by talks from Dr Roy Miller on anaesthetics in LMICs and Dr Trish 
O’Connor on emergency medicine in that setting. Both talks provided much food for 
thought and insights into how to overcome various challenges unique to LMICs, with 
many lessons that can be applied to trauma and orthopaedics. Prof Harrison gave us a 
timely update on the use of the Fracture Fixation Assessment Tool Score (FFATS) in a 
mentoring programme as well as new variations developed specifically for External 
Fixation. Dr JC Allen Ingabire delivered our keynote speech live from Rwanda and proved 
very clearly to us that research done within LMICs and led by local people is very 
possible and can have very powerful impacts! We also heard a very passionate call for 
peace in the Middle East from Miss Ana Jeelani, based on her personal experience 
working in Gaza through some of the most violent stages of the conflict there. Mr Islam 
gave us a very personal insight into what it’s like to set up a development link back with 
his home country, Bangladesh. We then heard the Future Leaders Programme report by 
our latest WOCUK-sponsored fellow, Mr Benjamin Laing, followed by a 40-year report of 
the incredible work done by Flyspec through Mr Muthuraman, a 4th year medical 
student. In addition to this, we heard updates from country reps covering the following 
countries: Zambia, Tanzania, Ethiopia, Malawi, Guyana, Ghana and Cambodia. We also 
had updates from our partner subspecialty organisations: BOFAS, BSSH, BOOS and 
BSCOS. The range of projects presented and their impact was awe inspiring to say the 
least. We also had our dedicated trainee session led by Alex Schade and Matt Arnaouti 
showcasing some of the fine work being led by trainees abroad. We hope to be able to 
bring you recordings of all these talks in due course via a link on our website. 

At the conference AGM, we approved the new constitution. We saw our 
new treasurer, Mr Amer Shoaib, oaicially start in his role while Mr Alwyn 
Abraham enters his 2nd year as chairman elect. At around that same 
time, the team of mile munchers for WOC-UK crossed the virtual finish 
line in Bujumbura, having completed 6500miles as pledged in good time. 
We are grateful to all those who have joined this eaort and contributed 
their time and eaort to the fundraising eaort. Our GoFundMe page will 
remain open till the BOA conference for anyone who wants to donate 
towards a good cause: https://www.gofundme.com/f/support-
wocuk-on-our-epic-journey 
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Next year’s conference date has been announced as Saturday 6th of June 2026. Please 
keep your diaries clear for then. Details of venue/ registration will be announced later. 

Our next major meeting is now in September at the BOA conference in Liverpool. Our 
slot is on Tuesday 16 Sep from 10:30- 12:00. We have an impressive line-up of speakers 
again including 2 LMIC representatives this year to share their work with us. Our first 
guest speaker is Dr Mengistu Gebreyohanes from Ethiopia who has been invited by 
NOTAA (Northwest Orthopaedic Trauma Alliance for Africa) to speak about his research 
in bone setter practice. Our second speaker is Dr Elodie Sike from Cameroon who is the 
recipient of our first BOTA- WOCUK travel fellowship to the BOA. Her talk is on Modified 
Masquelet technique for infected segmental long bone defects in a low-resource setting 
of sub-Sahara Africa. We will be treated to talks by Mr Steve Mannion on the history of 
WOC-UK, by Mr Sean Kelly on setting up a hip camp in Zambia and an update on the 
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NIHR Global Injury Group by Prof Simon Graham. We look forward to awarding our merit 
award at the conference this year. Also not to miss is the Walter Mercer lecture by Mr 
Alberto Gregori, past chairman of WOC-UK from 17:50 -18:10 on the Tuesday itself. 

Later on in the year, we will be continuing on the great trainee collaboration which is 
now firmly established at the BOTA conference. We will be supporting the Lion’s Den 
session again and deliver LMIC-specific talks for trainees interested in participating in 
LMIC outreach projects. We look forward to hearing from the BOTA-WOCUK bursary 
winners from last year who will present their projects.  

In other news, we are pleased to announce our next WOCUK-sponsored candidate for 
the Future Leaders Programme- Mr Dan Yeomans. We have no doubts about his 
commitment to LMIC development work and are excited to be working with him over the 
next year.  

WOC-UK has recently partnered with Harvard Global Orthopaedics Collaborative to 
deliver a “Research in Global Orthopaedics” course. This is a very exciting partnership 
which will promote grassroots research and innovation from LMIC via 4 specific 
competitive grants to local surgeons as part of the course module. They will be 
mentored by a faculty of established researchers including WOC-UK representatives to 
develop their research ideas and get published.  

At the end of the year, WOC-UK will be supporting a delegation of examiners to the 
COSECSA (College of Surgery of Eastern Central and Southern Africa) exams. This is an 
initiative we have been supporting for over 10 years now. 

I look forward to welcoming more members into the WOC-UK community as well as 
seeing the fantastic level of engagement from our members keep on expanding. 

Best wishes to you all, 

 

Ashtin Doorgakant 

WOC-UK Chairman 
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